
Psalm and Readings Tuesday 12th November 2024 
 
Psalm 21 
 

In your strength the king rejoices, O Lord, 
    and in your help how greatly he exults! 
You have given him his heart’s desire, 
    and have not withheld the request of his lips. 
For you meet him with rich blessings; 
    you set a crown of fine gold on his head. 
He asked you for life; you gave it to him— 
    length of days for ever and ever. 
His glory is great through your help; 
    splendour and majesty you bestow on him. 
You bestow on him blessings for ever; 
    you make him glad with the joy of your 
presence. 
For the king trusts in the Lord, 
    and through the steadfast love of the Most 
High he shall not be moved. 
 

Your hand will find out all your enemies; 
    your right hand will find out those who hate 
you. 
You will make them like a fiery furnace 
    when you appear. 
The Lord will swallow them up in his wrath, 
    and fire will consume them. 
You will destroy their offspring from the earth, 
    and their children from among humankind. 
If they plan evil against you, 
    if they devise mischief, they will not succeed. 
For you will put them to flight; 
    you will aim at their faces with your bows. 
 

Be exalted, O Lord, in your strength! 
    We will sing and praise your power. 
 
 
 
Daniel 5:1-12 
 

King Belshazzar made a great festival for a 
thousand of his lords, and he was drinking wine in 
the presence of the thousand. 
 

Under the influence of the wine, Belshazzar 
commanded that they bring in the vessels of gold 
and silver that his father Nebuchadnezzar had 
taken out of the temple in Jerusalem, so that the 
king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines 
might drink from them. So they brought in the 
vessels of gold and silver that had been taken out 
of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, and  

 
 
 

the king and his lords, his wives, and his 
concubines drank from them. They drank the 
wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, 
bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
 

Immediately the fingers of a human hand 
appeared and began writing on the plaster of the 
wall of the royal palace, next to the lampstand. 
The king was watching the hand as it wrote. Then 
the king’s face turned pale, and his thoughts 
terrified him. His limbs gave way, and his knees 
knocked together. The king cried aloud to bring in 
the enchanters, the Chaldeans, and the diviners; 
and the king said to the wise men of Babylon, 
‘Whoever can read this writing and tell me its 
interpretation shall be clothed in purple, have a 
chain of gold around his neck, and rank third in 
the kingdom.’ Then all the king’s wise men came 
in, but they could not read the writing or tell the 
king the interpretation. Then King Belshazzar 
became greatly terrified and his face turned pale, 
and his lords were perplexed. 
 

The queen, when she heard the discussion of the 
king and his lords, came into the banqueting-hall. 
The queen said, ‘O king, live for ever! Do not let 
your thoughts terrify you or your face grow pale. 
There is a man in your kingdom who is endowed 
with a spirit of the holy gods. In the days of your 
father he was found to have enlightenment, 
understanding, and wisdom like the wisdom of 
the gods. Your father, King Nebuchadnezzar, 
made him chief of the magicians, enchanters, 
Chaldeans, and diviners, because an excellent 
spirit, knowledge, and understanding to interpret 
dreams, explain riddles, and solve problems were 
found in this Daniel, whom the king named 
Belteshazzar. Now let Daniel be called, and he will 
give the interpretation.’ 
 
 
 
 
Revelation 6 
 

Then I saw the Lamb open one of the seven seals, 
and I heard one of the four living creatures call 
out, as with a voice of thunder, ‘Come!’ I looked, 
and there was a white horse! Its rider had a bow; 



a crown was given to him, and he came out 
conquering and to conquer. 
 

When he opened the second seal, I heard the 
second living creature call out, ‘Come!’ And out 
came another horse, bright red; its rider was 
permitted to take peace from the earth, so that 
people would slaughter one another; and he was 
given a great sword. 
 

When he opened the third seal, I heard the third 
living creature call out, ‘Come!’ I looked, and 
there was a black horse! Its rider held a pair of 
scales in his hand, and I heard what seemed to be 
a voice in the midst of the four living creatures 
saying, ‘A quart of wheat for a day’s pay, and 
three quarts of barley for a day’s pay, but do not 
damage the olive oil and the wine!’ 
 

When he opened the fourth seal, I heard the 
voice of the fourth living creature call out, 
‘Come!’ I looked and there was a pale green 
horse! Its rider’s name was Death, and Hades 
followed with him; they were given authority 
over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, 
famine, and pestilence, and by the wild animals of 
the earth. 
 

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had been slaughtered 
for the word of God and for the testimony they 
had given; they cried out with a loud voice, 
‘Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long will it be 
before you judge and avenge our blood on the 
inhabitants of the earth?’ They were each given a 
white robe and told to rest a little longer, until 
the number would be complete both of their 
fellow-servants and of their brothers and sisters, 
who were soon to be killed as they themselves 
had been killed. 
 

When he opened the sixth seal, I looked, and 
there came a great earthquake; the sun became 
black as sackcloth, the full moon became like 
blood, and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as 
the fig tree drops its winter fruit when shaken by 
a gale. The sky vanished like a scroll rolling itself 
up, and every mountain and island was removed 
from its place. Then the kings of the earth and the 
magnates and the generals and the rich and the 
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid in the 
caves and among the rocks of the mountains, 
calling to the mountains and rocks, ‘Fall on us and 
hide us from the face of the one seated on the 

throne and from the wrath of the Lamb; for the 
great day of their wrath has come, and who is 
able to stand?’ 
 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 

Almighty Father, 
whose will is to restore all things 
in your beloved Son, the King of all: 
govern the hearts and minds of those in 
authority, 
and bring the families of the nations, 
divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
 


